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Ass, Hh“- Comma IMhir
S Masemola... 2013, a yedr to
remember

The year 2013 is on its last legs. Soon
we will celebrate, not without
anticipation, New Year and 2014 in
general. However, as the yvear draws
to an end it is appropriate to ponder

instill price in the Ruling Parey, as well as May the spirit of giving prevail

in the local politicians and administrators
of the Victor Khanye Local Municipality.
Furthermore, encourage strong
community interaction which  would

on exciting achievements, which not
only illustrates outstanding political of both natonal povernment and that of health, wea
and administration will, but also this municipality. Think about it! year in whicl C
unsurpassed service delivery - towards a betrer life for all in Delmas
improving the lives of all citizens in Dirive saflely and alcohol free — ool

Victor Khanve. I

further enhance the development plans your expectation, may it be u year of

-Editor

I can recall a hundred and one
outstanding  achievements by this T
municipality in 2013 - successful Maveral
Imbizo's, fruitful ministerial and
provincial visits, ongoing improved
service delivery, financial achievements

In This Issue...

Editor’s Note 1

to mention a few

However, the three most outstanding life VKLM collects R2.5m
changing announcements were the two !
by the Minister for Water Affairs, the
rotal eradication of the bucker svstem by
March 2014 and the muli-million Rand
Water project which would supplement
our water supply by a massive 25 (00
liters per day . The third announcement
was that of the Premier of Mpumalanga,
David Mabuea, that shack dwellers would
be relocated and properly housed, by

Christmas messages
Political & administrative cohesion
Historic & monumental event

2014 - Indigents properly housed
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e We will remember

For many of us, wh.f: .h:w-f-_thu_- lexury of Profile - Fire services 10
waterborne tofets iv is difficult w fully

comprehend the degrading and - :

unhygienic effect the bucker system has Operation Siyabopha 12
on thouwsands living in informal

settlements. Mot forgetting the Fire fighter turn actress 13

enormous  strain it places on the
municipal administration in providing o . All articles & interviews by Sentebaleng Masemola
removal services in far outlying areas Assistant Manager Communications and Editor
All these past achievements and those
still 1o be implemented in 2014 should




REVENUE ENHANCEMENT STRATEC

The switching off program of the Victor Khanye Local Municipality is
effective. In a very short space of time the mummicipality collected more than
R2Z, 5m from certain sector departments,

*There is no doubt that the switching
off program is successful. Some
sector departments, owing
substantial amounts for water,
electricity, rates and taxes responded
after receiving letters of demand.
Since April we have managed to
collect more than B2, 5m from these
departments,” the Executive Mavor,
Clir. Eva Makhabane, said.

The next step would be o rarget
individual households  especially  in
Baotleng Ext. 3 where the collection rate is
at its lorwest because of Eskom being the
supplier and VKLM unable o implement
ies 50:50 Policy.

Asked about the municipality's Revenue

Enhancement Strategy the Executive
Mavyor said it is being developed and once
approved, would be implemented. “The
benefit derived from this stratepy would
enhance the collection of extra revenue
which in wrn, would lead to improved

service delivery.”

According to Cllr, Makhabane there will
be no more interrupred water supply in
2M4 now that the Delmas water
purification plant and the Rand Water
pipeline is operational,

Saniration sull remains a problem in
informal  settlements. However, the
recent announcement by the Minister of
Water Affairs, Edna Molewa, that the
bucker system will be eradicated by

Clir. EN Makhabare...
hosted the very successful
Imbizo Focus Week

March nexe year would see then the end
of this problem.

“WELM hosted an even with various
sector departments to celebrate 20 years
of demaocracy under the theme, “South
Africa is a much better place than it was in
1594",

Asked whart role the municipality would
play in next year's general election, the
Executive Mavor said, *We will play a
major role in this regard by working
closely with the Independent Electoral
Commission ensuring that our people are
registered™.

“We will also mobilize and educate
our people regarding the importance
of voting, Clir Makhabane concludes.
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“It iz that time of the year again where people acvoss the globe are aboul to celebrate Christias, This is a very special

time for most of us; a time to spend with family and friends: reflect on a vear passed and plan for the New Year ahead.

“Christmas is time for sharing amd for caring for each other. It is a time for reaching ont the hand of friendship and
reconciliation. As we are celebrating, we should net forget that there are those less fortunate than us, even during this
festive season they will bave nothing to eelebrate, By e e spirit of Ubimtn, let ns share the little we have

with the less fortunate and give them hope.

“As g municipality, the yvear 20013 has been a good vear in terms of the provision of sustainable services to our people,

We as a couneil thank the communities for their patience in areas where service delivery is still lacking, Couneil is
commilted to do whatever it can o addreess these hacklogs.
“Some of you will be traveling to various holiday destinations, I call on all of you to PLEASE OBSERVE THE RUL
OF THE ROAD, and above all DONT DRINK AND DRIVE! One death on our roads is one death 1oo many

“As the Executive Mavor of Viclor Khanye Local Municipality and on behalf of all Councillors amd Officials, 1 would
like o wish all our citizen a happy and peaceful Christmas along with a safe and prosperous New Year™
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JPEARKER

By Sentebaleng Masemola

“I have observed a disappointing turnout from the Mandeln generation.
Therefore my message is that young people should come in nombers and

exercise their democratic right fo vote end choose the government
of their choice™.

“If you have not yet registered, do so
as soon as possible so that you can
vote, thus ensuring that the hard
earned democracy is preserved.”

S0 said the Speaker of Vietor Khanye
Local Municipality, Cllr. RK Segone inan
Lteryicw

I this interview Cllr. Segone, dealt with a
number of issues such as the Service
Charter, Small, Mediuom and Macro
Enterprises (SMME's) and projects,

According to him the Service Charter is
in the consultation phase and will be
implemented once it has been approved
in 2014,

A prayer meeting, attended by
paramedics, the South African Police
Services, Department of Transport,
councilors and religious groups was

Asked whar SMME's could expect from
the municipality, he said: “They have and
can play an imporeant role in providing
jobs. The municipality is conscious of
this fact. VKIM's Local Economic
Development Plan which will assist the
development of SMME's and [ call on
them to pardcipate fully with the
municipality.”

“The end of the bucker system in VELM
is nearing, [t would appear that the bucket
system would be fully eradicared by
March next yvear. Anather job
opportunity initiative is the development
of 1231 stands, while local mining houses
have pledged 1o create more jobs™.

held on Delmas' notorious road of
death the Ruth Momphathi road.

The aim was to cleanse the road which
has seen a number of horrific accidents
over the years,

Victor Khanye Local Municipality's
(VKLM) Traffic Officer, Paul Jiyane,
called on road users to be very careful,
obey traffic rules and never drive under
the influence of alcohol.., “Most of the
accidents were caused by people driving

“Adl in all, VELM is concerned over the
high numbers of unemploved people bue
I believe it is through education thar we

will really tackle the unemployment
situation. | take this opportunity to wish
the class of 2013 all the best as they await
their examination results and  enter
another milestone in their fives”” Clln
Segore said.

“I take this opportunity in wishing
the Executive Mayor, Mama Ewva
Makhabane, Council Whip, Henry
MNgoma, members of the Mayoral
Executive Committee, all councilors,
staff and readers a merry Christmas
and a happy new year.

without licenses,” he said.

- Vicor Khanys, afer whom #he
mwnicipalkity i named alio disd #n a road
aceidert on the very same road, This sus revealed
by VELM's Council Whip, Heary Neoma

Councilor Neoma said the municipalicy
saw the need to hold this prayer meeting
after numerous requests from the
community, The municipality has also
constructed speed humps on the road to
minimize accidents
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COUNCIL WHIP

“It is imperstive that we do not compromise good governance in 2014,
commmmities are kept well informed, and that service delivery remsins a high
priority thus ereating commmunity wellness!™

So said the Council Whip of Victor
Ehanye Local Municipality (VELM),
Clir. H Ngoma, when asked what the
citizens can expect from his office
next year?

He emphasized the need for ongoing
interaction and sound working relations
among councillors, administration and
the community who expect and are
entitled to transparent and accountable

lorcal povernment “In this we must never
faill!”

"Councilors must also be proactive in
their respective wards, Through such
inter action; the community will be kept
informed regarding municipal affairs.
This is the only way we can achieve
participatory democratic  povernance,”
he explained.

“l cannot emphasize enough the
important role of communication in civil
society. It is therefore my task to ensure
ongoing communication and cominunity
interaction in 2014 and beyond. We as
councilors, together with the
administration must maintain the high
stanidard  of governance people have
come toexpect from us”

In conclusion Councillor Ngoma said
that one must appreciate the structures
of society from which the revolution for
a lietter life evolved.

“If wee fatl, then we will not be able o
steer the drive towards a betrer life
successiully — we must at all dmes work
tovwatds the creation of a united, non-

racial, non-sexist prosperous  South
Afriea”

Poverty and unemployment

I his Christmas message he called on the
citizens of VKLM to reach out to
families who are unable tw support
themselves. " Working together as a united
force entails drawing strength from our
unmatched resolve to do what we can, o
end poverty and unemployment,

In his message the Council Whip also
focused on:

: Celebratirig’ 100 years of the
1931 Land Act

: The prevalence of high erme
which blots out the municipality’s plan of
creating safer communities in which they
ean claim: their right to peace and
comfort

: Praised and thanked the local

Council Whip, Cli. H Ngoma....
nspiring all to work together
towards commumity wellness

members of the South African Police
Services, traffic officers and medical
personnel who must leave the comfort of
their homes to create as safe environment
as well as saving lives

- Extended his best wishes o all
the matriculanes who are waiting on their
resules and wish them the very best for

the future

“VELM will not waver to its
commitmeént to accelerate service
delivery. We will double our development
efforts to further improve the lives of our
people”

Council Whip Ngoma also called on
all road users to adhere and obey all
road regulations which are there to
keep all road users safe. “Do not drink
and drive. To all of you going on
holiday, please arrive alive,”




s of the vaar most of ns
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“Let me first and foremost wish the
citizens of Victor Khanye Local
Municipality, Councilors and my
dedicated staff members a blessed
Christmas and that you together with
vour families would experience the
true spirit of Christmas — peace,
happiness and above all a sense of
sharing abundance with those
without. May you be blessed and
prosper in 20141

“I bow my head in memory of citizens,
friends and family who have passed on
during 201 3. May their memories be your
guiding light and strength when' you
celebrate this Christmas without theny?

“Whilse it is impossible to recall all the
phenomenal achievements this past year,
it is appropriate to ponder on some of
the more impormant ones less we take
them For pranted:

Through commirment 98
percent of all houwsehalds have piped
water; 83 percent have toilet facilities; 85
percent electricity, and 75 percent have
aceess towaste collection

The municipality’s water supply
is noww stable through the Rand Water
pipeline and the refurbishing of the warer
purification plant
] Through the Integrated
Development Plan, Budger process and
Mayoral Imbizos, interaction between
the Council and community has
improved. These forums also enhanced
service delivery where it is most needed

Ten mines are operational in
the VELM-area and provide jobs o 14
percent of the population

The Risk Management Unit is
fully funcrional  ensuring accountable,
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EXPErience Nos ir moments. We look

clean and a more effective administration
: The approved capiral budger
amounts o RIGZ, 6m, the operating
budget, R292m and the total municipal
budger, R399, 6m which is 18, 5 percent
higher than the previous year.

Local Economic Development

2 Between July and Oectober a
total of 399 Small, Medivm-and Macro
Enterprise (SMME) and- Co-operarives
were eapacitated in various programmes
— coordinated by the municipality in
partnership with other sectors eg
Standard - Bank, DEDET, SARS and
SAMNACO

: The municipality facilitaved the
following: Tourism Development
Programmes — Victor Khanye Memarial
Lecrure and the Tourist Expo. Delmas
tourism brochure was launched-and 1=
being marketed regionally and nationally
with the aim o por Delmas on the
tourisin  map and increase tourism
activities within the aréa o create more
job opportunities

i Social Labour Prajects (Public,
Private Partnerships

- Some of the local Corporates
have contributed back ta the
communities — Exxaro, 25 houses and
the supported farming projects at
Boschpoore, which corrently employs six
people

Youth development

: A seminar on further teaining,
education and skills developmene was
held for 500 learners in grade 10,11 and
12 from High Schools i and around
VELM, Career Expo in partnership with
Vitrovien and Eskom sponsored the
event

J A plumbing preparedness

learnership programme, dealing with
aspects of plumbing was artended by 27
voung people - a joint venture by NYDA
and METT. Another 30 voung people are
curtently attending a plumbing
learnership and enterprise development
programme hosted by M3 Engineeting
and SEDA

¥ VELM has joust concluded an
agreement with LIMCO Consuliing
(PTY) LTI} to offer two learnerships,
Business Adminiseration and
Information Technology Suppore,
simultanecusly. This learnershps  will
start in January 2014 and run for mwo
years whereby some 50 young people
would artend

“The New Year brings more hope and
progress than maost of us can imagine,
Piomises of wotal eradication of the
bucker svstern, relocation and  decem
housing and services for those living in
infarmal settlements, are but a few of the
mytiad of proposed projects you can
L'i]jt't'1 i

“In 2014 we are going to the polls. The
administration will azsist where it can to
ensure thar votets are kept informed
abouwr election proceduores and able o

cast their vote™.

I leave vou with the words of Denis
Wadley:
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